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Burn your bra 1960

In the 1960s, the Civil Rights Movement was fully in place in the United States. Unless you lived under a rock somewhere, it was hard not to expose yourself to the issues surrounding the need for equality. While the movement began with the basic human rights theory that all men are created equal, which means both black and white
men. Well, somewhere along the line, a group of women grew their collective backbone and decided that if all men were created equal, they should include women! Before the 1960s, the stereotypical woman was a wife, a homemaker, and a stay-at-home mother. It was unusual for a woman to continue her studies (unless her career was
tied to a nurse or teacher). Otherwise, there really wasn't a need for women to go to college because they usually relied on their husbands to earn money and manage their finances. Honestly, a woman's place was in the home. She was also her husband's trophy and had to be seen and couldn't be heard. White women in particular were
interested in the civil rights movement of the 1960s, as they were identified as oppressed. Although African-American women seemingly appear to be included in the movement as far as racial equality, they still suffered from a double whammy of discrimination due to race and gender. Women just wanted to be able to make their own
decisions, including, and perhaps most importantly, their bodies and independent of male powers. They wanted to make themselves better and make a meaningful contribution not only to their families, but also to society as a whole. Women, both white and black, perceived themselves to be in a class of their own. During the movement,
black women fought many struggles that white women did not know, but generally struggled with a lot of discrimination. Women of both races were entrusted with gender, including serving their husbands and families; rarely have a life of their own. The women made sure that the home was maintained, ergo the term, homemaker, was
assigned. They kept the house clean, shopped, prepared food for the family and took care of the children. It was a 24/7 job. Have you ever heard the saying that a woman's job never happens? There wasn't much time for a woman to have a social life or any quality time themselves. Women couldn't be trusted with the family's finances.
Even if she was looking for her own money, she often had to be given over to her husband. That's how it was. The Feminist Movement simmered for years until it finally came to a head in 1968 when a group of women protested at the Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Women desperately took it seriously and felt that
beauty pageants were exploiting women and damaging to the cause. The pageants may have been intelligent; but no one would have known because they were just being presented with looks and sexual appeal. Even today, it would be hard to find an unattractive woman in a beauty pageant. feminist movement was determined to be
heard. As a statement of solidarity, women began burning bras at well-attended public events. Bra burning became a symbolizing of women declaring their independence from men. Protests popped up all over the country and it was not unusual to see a huge barrel, referred to as the freedom dumpster, where women deposited their
unmentionables, cosmetics, curlers, high heels and other items referred to as the means of torture to make a public statement. Some women actually burned their bras, but more than anything, it was a tool for public attention; and the attention they got! Women went braless to identify with the case! Ironically, it really worked out for men
too! Not all people would admit it at the time, but they're totally ok with it! Over the years, there has been much debate about whether bras were actually burned at the 1968 Miss America Pageant protest. Fact checkers show that there was a small fire that was quickly extinguished on the Atlantic City Boardwalk during a protest at the
pageant. However, this did not keep other bras from burning from popping up all over the country. Women have just finished following the rules and prejudiced stereotypes. Once the revolution has begun, it has gained momentum and in many ways continues today. Tags: A brief history of ... | Bra Burning | Feminism | 1960s | Civil Rights
Movement | The feminist movement writer Rebeka grew up in the 1960s &amp; 1970s and has always signed up for the theory that a positive attitude will take her far! She is a wife and mother of 3 with a fun-loving spirit, believing that family and relationships are invaluable. image copyrightGetty ImagesFifty years ago, a protest against a
Miss America pageant in New Jersey launched an iconic - and mythical - image of a bra-burning feminist. A group of women threw mops, lipsticks and high heels into a Freedom Trash Can. The idea was to symbolically throw things away to oppressed women, says Robin Morgan, one of the organizers. Passers-by were invited to join. I
remember a young woman taking off her bra, Ms Morgan tells BBC 100 Women. [She] eased out from under her shirt and threw it into the big cheers. It's a gesture that has made headlines around the world, providing protesters with a place in history.image copyrightGetty Images Although most of the women who attended the Freedom
Trash Can event had previous experience in civil rights or anti-Vietnam war movements, no one has ever demonstrated women's rights before. We were young radicals, we just discovered feminism because we had had enough of making coffee, but not of politics, says Ms Morgan. They also recognized that they had to take on this fight.
We already knew the male right wasn't our friend, he says. We thought that the man remained our brothers [but] discovered that they did not this is the case when, when about our own rights. None of the women thought their protest would still have resonance, 50 years later. Some feminist historians mark it as the real beginning of the
current wave of feminism, says Ms Morgan. [But] although flattering and very nice to hear, [it' s] not true. There were already groups like the National Women's Organization. But what stuck in the public consciousness about the protest was the feminist image of the bra burner - which, paradoxically, never really happened. Some women
threw underwear, bras, in the Freedom Bin. Never burned them, says Ms Morgan.It started a line with a sympathetic female reporter - Men burn draft cards and what's next? Do women burn bras? Local reporters of the time said that I remember that the kettle was set on fire, but that the fire was small and quickly extinguished. Ms. Morgan
is adamant there was no fire. It's a myth that we've been trying to stifle for years, she says, clearly exasperated by something she feels has been trivial in what the protest is really all about.Image copyrightMichelle FrankfurterBack in 1968, the Miss America pageant rewarded a very special type of female beauty. Although the requirements
that contestants must have in good health and the white race had been abandoned nearly two decades earlier, the pageant was never a non-white winner. Since its inception in 1921, there has not even been a black finalist in the pageant, according to a trash can protest press release. There has never been a Puerto Rican, Alaskan,
Hawaiian or Mexican-American winner. And there was never a real Miss American - an American Indian. Racism was one of 10 aspects that protesters opposed. The fourth point of the press release referred to the consumer con-game, calling Miss America a walking advertisement for the competition's sponsors. The title of the eighth
protest point is the irrelevant crown of the throne of mediocrity. Miss America represents what women should be: harmless, bleara, apolitical, so it reads. If you're tall, low, over or under what weight a man requires you to be, forget it. image copyrightGetty ImagesThe Trash Can protesters set out to be joyful, more than ugly, says Ms
Morgan. But in retrospect, there are things you'd do differently now. We blamed the contestants too much, he says. After all, they were mostly working-class women who wanted to get free scholarships. The winner that year was Judith Ford [now Judith Nash], an 18-year-old from Illinois. I know beauty pageants aren't for everyone, Ms
Nash said back in the Northwest Quarter back in 2014. People said it was a cattle show and that they were using me. But the purpose of the Miss America pageant is to promote women and give them opportunities and scholarships they wouldn't otherwise get. The award supported Ms. Nash's degree in physical education. For me, the
Miss America experience beneficial, she said.image copyrightGetty Images5 years on, women's rights are high on the U.S. news agenda again, with Women's Marches and #MeToo garnering headlines. A record number of women are running for office in 50 states. It's just too wonderful for words, says Ms Morgan. Many of these women
have never been political activists before. They are homemakers and teachers, and they work as cashiers and baggers, and now they have decided enough already. That's enough.' So what would Ms. Morgan throw in the Freedom Dumpster today? It is a symbol of all major religions, he says. Because they're all patriarchal. I was thinking
of very high heels and control underwear - which is basically corsets - and copies of violent pornography. I think I'd throw in drugs like opioids and diet pills. I'm a poet in my heart. Symbols and metaphors - I understand the power, and power of Freedom Trash Can. If you are reading this page on the BBC News app, you will need to visit
the mobile version of the BBC website to submit your question on this subject. BBC 100 Women names 100 influential and inspiring women around the world every year. We make documentaries, features and interviews about their lives, leaving more room for stories that focus on women. Follow BBC 100 women on Instagram and
Facebook and join the conversation. United States100 WomenFeminism WomenFeminism
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